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THE ENDING OF DESIRE

SOONER or later, those who believe in a
Providence begin to doubt of the reason-
ableness of the ways of that Providence.
Whoever believes in God must necessarily
postulate Him as infinitely loving. But
when that postulate is tested by the work-
ings of Providence, then distinctly (> God's
ways are not our ways ". Love and mercy
are certainly not the most obvious factors
in this scheme of things. On the contrary,
there is an unpitying determination in the
Cosmic Will to achieve its destiny which
meets us at every turn. Life very soon
makes clear to us that our hopes and
desires are not particularly precious in its
scheme of things.

It is this ruthless element in life which
every philosopher has noted. All are
agreed as to its power, and so they all